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What is Early Language Learning (ELL) Project?

An innovative program which combines the 
HIPPY program with language instruction

Targeted at isolated immigrant and refugee 
mothers with low-level English skills. 

Specifically designed for mothers of young 
children with language skills at Canadian 

Language Benchmark level three or below. 
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What did ELL add on to HIPPY?

Structured 
Curriculum

Group based  
classes

Home Visit + 
30 minutes

Language 
Instructor
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ELL Families – Countries of Origin

74%

23%2%

Africa 23%
Americas 2%
Asia 74%
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7%

70%

21%

2%

None

Low

Medium

Advanced

Oral English Comprehension

62% of parents

are refugees
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ELL Families – Household Income

45%

42%

6%

3%

3%

$0 -
$20,000

$20,001 -
$40,000

$40,001 -
$60,000

$60,001
and more

Parent not comfortable answering
this question
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Number of years in Canada

64%

36%

64% did not participate in local 

activities at community centres

13%

13%

11%

28%

15%

6%

15%

Less than
1 year

1 year

2 years

3 years

4 years

5 years

More than
6 years
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Need for HIPPY

22%

22%

20%

17%

12%

8%

7%

3%

Low literacy in
home language

Official language
(spoken or written) barrier

Settlement barriers
and adaptation issues

Social isolation

Prepare and help child
for school readiness

Child’s development 
issues

Child’s behaviour 
issues

Parenting issues
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Key Results - Overall
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Key Results – ELL Curriculum

 Comprehensive settlement-focused 
resource covering common practical 
themes to help newcomers interact 
more competently and confidently 
in the community and to access 
resources. 

 Comprises of 12 units. Each unit 
contains:

– A learner’s guide

– Instructor’s guide

– Home Visitor guide
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Units of the Curriculum

List of Units

Unit 1: Canadian Culture & Social Behavior 

Unit 2: Community & Settlement / Legal Services 

Unit 3: Child’s Education 

Unit 4: Physical Health 

Unit 5: Mental Health & Self Care 

Unit 6: Transportation & Knowing Your Community 

Unit 7: Parenting 

Unit 8: Citizenship Rights & Responsibilities 

Unit 9: Emergency & Safety 

Unit 10: Food & Nutrition  

Unit 11: Financial Literacy

Unit 12: Employment and Volunteering

“The curriculum is 

excellent.  It is very detailed 

and made it very easy to 

make lesson plans. I cannot 

say enough good about the 

curriculum.”

ELL Instructor

“The curriculum is easy to 

follow, parents like it. They 

enjoy the classes and the 

30 min of language support 

at home.”

ELL Home Visitor

The ELL curriculum is a free resource. You can email us at yqadir@hippycanada.ca to get access to the curriculum.

mailto:yqadir@hippycanada.ca
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Key Results: Parent Comments about ELL

100%

94%

82%

62%

56%

Parent is learning

Parent is happy
with program

Parent is making progress

Parent is feeling more confident

Parent is more connecting with the
community
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Key Results: Parent Progress

81%

87%

79%

68%

84%
74%

34%

65%

72%

19%

61%

68%

Week 6 Week 12 Week 18

Listening / understanding is better

Speaking is better

Readig is better

Writing is better
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Key Results: Where did parents use/practice English?

85%

76%

71%

68%

62%

56%

Shopping

Friends /
neighbours

Other

Community

Other HIPPY
moms

Child's school

“Even if I know some words, I 

remain hesitant in using 

English. ELL helped me gain 

confidence. I went to see my 

doctor and he was from my 

own country – but I only spoke 

to him in English. I understood 

him and I explained myself too 

– although I was a bit slow. 

This gave me a feeling of 

pride and I felt very good.”

ELL Mother
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Observations and Challenges

Participant profile and ELL’s requirements

• Low-income newcomer or GAR with 3, 4, or 5-year-old children

• Travel to the class required

• Youngest child to be older than 18 months 

• Be assessed at CLB 1, 2 or 3 level (later changed to include pre-literacy)

Retention

• Mother’s workload

• ELL plus HIPPY – time management

• Traveling to and from class

Lack of certification

• No transferable credit hours or tasks

• No certification of improvement

ELL viewed as competition

• Sector saturation

• Reluctance in making referrals
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Recommendations from ELL

Bridging program for 
LINC

Levelled certification 
or a system of 

accreditation with 
LINC

Promotion of ELL 
curriculum for use 

by broader networks

Longer duration for 
pilots
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Thank You


